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VIR Turn by Turn

Disclaimer

The techniques shown here have been compiled from experienced
sources believed to be reliable and to represent the best current
opinions on driving at VIR. But they are advisory only. Driving at speed
at VIR, or any other track, requires skill, judgment and experience.
These techniques assume the reader has high performance driving
knowledge and applies them as applicable to their level of driving
experience.

High-performance driving can be very dangerous, carries inherent risks
and may result in injury or death. NNJR and PCA make no warranty,
guarantee or representations as to the absolute correctness or
sufficiency of any representation contained herein. Nor can it be
assumed that all acceptable safety measures are contained herein or
that other or additional measures may not be required under particular
or exceptional conditions or circumstances.
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Have You Studied

VIR Turm by Turn

Discimimer

The technigues shown here hove been compiled from experienced sources believed to be relioble and to
represent the hest current opinions on driving at VIR But they are adwisory only. Oriving ot speed ot VIR, or
gy other trock, requires skill, judgment ong experience. These technigues assume the recder hos high
performance driving knowiedge ond aoplies them as opplicable to their level of driving experisnce.

Righ-performance driving con be very dangerous, carmies inherent isks and may reswlt in injury or degth.
NNIE amd PCA make no warrgnty, guarantes or regresentotions os to the absolute correctness or sufficiency
af any representation contained herein. Nor can it be ossumed that ol ooosptable sofety megsures are
contained herein or that other or odditional megswres may not be required under particulor or exceptional
conalitions or Circumstances.

Virginia International Raceway (VIR)
VIR i= a famous track that was lost to history for many years (2= 8 cow pasture!) and brought back to
life in 2000. Today it is well known as a world class facility and track with many driving challenges.
Elewvation changes and sewversl sets of connected corners set it spart from other tracks (e.g. Watkins
Glen, which is & similar length). Urfortunately, the signature Oak Tree no longer exists but Corner
12 is still known as Oak Tree. Elevation changes and the connected corners affect the line in many
comers. In this article, we cowver the basics to help drivers new to VIR plus we include some tips to
help sdvancing drivers stay safe while they drive this challenging—and fun—irack.

Some track basics to start. The reference points (RP's) for a comer are typically the Tum-in, Apesx
and Track Cut. (Cn the maps that follow, they are lzbeled TI, A and TO). Where possible, we've
described these RF's for all of the VIR comers with something permanent, e.g. a light. Cones will b=
placed at the Apex and Tum-In RF's to make them easy to s=e but it is shways best to find an
immovable reference, even if it is a tire mark on the whit verge line or an the track. The othar
consideration is that the same RP doesn’t work: for every driver. One driver will see & Turn-in cone
and turn when the nose of the car is sbreast; another driver when they (the driver) are sbreast And
some cars turn guicker than cthers.

As = student driver, your instructor will work with you to find the right RF°s. For student drivers,
achieving a consistent Turm-in point is the first (oritical) step to achieving 8 consistent line. &
consistent speed at the same Turn-in point lap sfter lap is the mark of an advancing driver.

Wie've aftempted to draw in the line in the following disgrams but please recognize thet doing so is
someawhat imprecise: the line isn't in the same scele as your car and it is very difficult fo get an
accurate line in an electronic diagram (at least for your authors).

Passing zones are noted in the following description. Unless otheraise noted, passing must be done
on the side noted. For example, passing on the main {back) straight must be done on the left while
passing on the front (pit) straight must be done an the right. This is consistent with DE philosophy
that the passing car goes off line and the car giving the pass stays on line.

The following description talks about trail braking, mainky for advancing drivers. As a new driver, just
know thet you will naturslly find yoursalf frail braking; it simply means braking while turning into the
early portion of 8 cormer.

With all of that said, l=t's take a lap arcund VIR!
L]

NORTHERN MEW JERSEY REGION PORSCHE CLUE OF AMERICA

Copyright NKLIR 2020

Copyrlgh NTNJTS ZUZ I == Slide 4 PORSCHE



W Entering the Track
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W Exiting 4b, Turn 5a Ahead
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W Turn 10: South Bend
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Turn In When You See Apex Curb
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W Progresve Throttle

W

Copyright NNJR 2021 Slide 41 e



Oak Tree: Turns 11-12
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JW Brake Into Hill for Turn 11
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Turn 11 Apex: Past Middle of Curb
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W Must Line Up w/Outside Curb

}" T 2

- -
N3 ”u

Copyright NNJR 2021 Slide 45 e



®

z

Copyright NNJR 2021 Slide 46 PORSCHE



=) At Apex: Must Point at or Right of Gl
' A0 tln
9 B

s ,'"D'J'""
L : ‘-'

Copyright NNJR 2021 Slide 47 e



‘l\\ll\\lli !RQ rack Out Second Half of Curb
4

T~ e

=

Copyright NNJR 2021 Slide 48 PORSCHE



3

Slide 49 R ——



[l
-
-

Copyright NNJR 2021 Slide 50 PORSCHE




ARTUERH NEW Jtnisy

‘I\\ll\\lE !RQ T13: Gentle Turn In While Braking

3

COpyl"ight NNJR 2021 Slide 51 PORSCHE






i
®

Copyright NNJR 2021 Slide 53 PORSCHE






"}l Turn and Go!
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W Turn In for 16b at End of Curb
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‘I\\ll\\lE !RQ On the Gas Through 16b and 17
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‘I\\"\\IE !RQ VIR Cautions

 Turn 1 is slower than it looks!
— So is Oak Tree

- Easy to overdrive Turn 4

* Turn 10 (South Bend) deserves great
respect

- Many connected corners
— They require patience!
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